In illustration of such restriction may be cited a case mentioned by Willis,1 in which all the infants in a family died from this cause at the age of three months. Gaussail2 refers to a case observed by Raymond de Yieussens of epileptic convulsions in a male infant, which began at the age of seven months, and were repeated seven or eight times a day during a period of two months, and which were followed by imbecility. The father had suffered in the same way from convulsions during infancy, and two other infants in the family had died from them. Barthez and Eilliet3 mention the case of " two little girls born of a mother with strongly marked hysteria being, the one and the other, and at nearly the same age, seized with a violent attack of eclampsia." Guersant and Blache4 mention the case of a woman who was extremely passionate during pregnancy, and who lost three infants successively from convulsions soon after birth. Such cases as the preceding must be familiar to all who have had their attention much directed to the diseases of children.
Whilst in other cases of less frequent occurrence the hereditary influence of age has been of a more strongly marked character, and has been observed to prevail to a far greater extent. An example of this has been mentioned by Trousseau, 5 who, after 
